
I.H.M. Virginia Schools
By 1922, the Immaculata IHMs taught in 70 schools in the Philadelphia Archdiocese. In 1923 a new chapter of IHM

history commenced when our first Virginia school opened.  At that time, the Diocese of Richmond included the entire

state of Virginia.  The following is an outline of the history of our Virginia schools.

1994 until 1997, I served in Transfiguration Parish in
Philadelphia.

Fortunately for me, my move from Transfiguration
occurred when the community was planning an exciting,
new venture for one of our most cherished IHM landmarks,
St. Aloysius.  Formerly used as a boys’ boarding school since
1950, the Wootten convent became the site of the new IHM
Conference Center.  The center is blessed with serving the
Church through day/twilight retreats, workshops, confer-
ences and other experiences of spiritual growth.  In the past
nine years, thousands of God’s people have known the
peace, hospitality and enrichment offered in this space by a

dedicated staff.
Creating time apart for so many to pray and share

prayer has deepened my awareness of God’s work in my life.
As Director of the Center, I have been truly blessed by our
visitors, our sisters, our staff and all who call St. Aloysius
“home.”  Reflecting on the varied prayer experiences, such
as: praying around the Cross, serving young couples in pre-
Cana days, joining school faculties and senior citizen
groups in days of renewal and refreshment, enabling parish
groups to plan and set goals in a peaceful setting, I can only
say, “So many blessing, so much joy, so many gifts!”

IHM Sisters – On Mission Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

Name of School Location IHM Ministry Status of IHMs Today
Began In

St. James School Falls Church 1923 IHMs present today

Villa Maria Academy HS Falls Church 1923 Closed in 1952
(affiliated with Catholic Univ. of America) to become

Villa Maria Academy Lynchburg 1952 Closed in 1972

St. Thomas More School Arlington 1945 Withdrew in 1998

St. Michael School Annandale 1954 IHMs present today

Bishop Denis J. O’Connell Arlington 1957 IHMs present today
High School

St. Pius X School Norfolk 1957 IHMs present today

Star of the Sea School Virginia Beach 1958 Withdrew in 1996

Norfolk Catholic High School Norfolk 1959 Withdrew in 1975

St. Gregory the Great School Virginia Beach 1964 IHMs present today

St. Mary’s Academy Norfolk 1969 Withdrew in 1978
(IHM Sisters, Daughters of Wisdom and Franciscan Sisters staffed this school)

Diocese of Arlington Was Created in 1974

 




